
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       PARALYSIS TICK WARNING!        
Paralysis tick cases are already on the rise! With warmer weather ahead, we are expecting a challenging 
tick season, so now is the time to make sure your pets are protected. 
Paralysis ticks can cause rapidly progressing and potentially life-threatening paralysis in dogs and cats 
throughout our region. 
And don’t assume you’re safe just because you live in town! Paralysis ticks are experts at catching a ride 
on their favourite “Uber animals” - possums, birds and even lizards. This is why we can see cases 
popping up in backyards, even right in the centre of town! 

TELL TALE SIGNS:   DO’S: 

¶ Keep your pet calm and quiet. 

¶ Keep their neck unrestricted to allow easy airflow. 

¶ Contact your veterinarian and follow their instructions. 
DON’TS: 

¶ Do not offer food or water, as difficulty swallowing can cause 
choking or aspiration. 

¶ Do not allow exercise or excitement. 

¶ Do not remove the tick unless you have a tick twister and 
have been advised to do so by your veterinarian. 

Tick paralysis can become life-threatening very quickly. If you suspect a paralysis tick, don’t wait - 
contact us immediately. 

 
 

1. Vaginal Prolapse - generally not an immediate emergency, and 2. Uterine prolapse - a true 
emergency. What’s the difference? 

A vaginal prolapse typically occurs before calving, usually in a heavily pregnant cow. It appears as a pink 
mass of tissue, often around the size of a large grapefruit or volleyball. 
These are generally easier to manage. The exposed tissue can be carefully cleaned before being gently 
replaced. However, the longer it is left outside, the more swollen, dry and damaged the tissue becomes, 
making replacement more difficult.  Some cows will prolapse repeatedly during late pregnancy. If this 
occurs, we may need to place several stitches across the vulva to help prevent recurrence. These stitches 
must be removed before she starts to calve. 
A uterine prolapse usually occurs immediately after calving. It is a much larger, longer mass of deep-red 
tissue, often with characteristic “buttons” (cotyledons) visible. A uterine prolapse is life-threatening and 
requires immediate veterinary attention.  Contact your veterinarian immediately, then, if safe to do so, 
carefully walk the cow to the closest yards. Move her slowly and steadily, as sudden movement or trauma 
can cause blood vessels to tear, resulting in severe bleeding and death. 

Will it happen again? 
Unfortunately, once a cow has experienced a prolapse, there is a higher chance of recurrence in future pregnancies. Vaginal prolapse 
can have a hereditary component, so cows that repeatedly prolapse may be best considered for culling rather than breeding again. 

 
 
 

PROLAPSE ð WHAT ARE THEY &  WHEN IS IT AN EMERGENCY?  


